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\
D.O. No. S-10/1/2011:ECR&E- = Dated: 14!" November, 2019
1
Dear Chief Secretary,

A study on Assessment of Wastage of Food and Ostentatious
Behaviour during Social Gathg{i_ngs (Marriages/Parties/Meetings, etc.) in
National Capital Region Delhi was conducted in 2011 by this Department
through the Indian Institute of Public Administration (IIPA). A copy of the
report was sent on 04.07.2012. (copy of the forwarding letter is enclosed)
The same is available on the website of Department of Consumer Affairs at
the url. https://consumeraffaiggﬁ.ni_,c.ixgggqs_umgxgToodesggg_e_.pdf. The
Major findings of the report include following:

i 93.4 percent of the respondents say that food is wasted in social gatherings.
Rccording to 74.9 percent to the respondents, food wastage is generally an

1 urban phenomencn but is catching up in the rural areas.
ij 89.1 percent of the respondents say that food wastage is very high during
marriages. 32.§ percent say that feed wastage during anniversaries and

birthday celebrations is also high. And 50 percent say that it is least during
seminars and conferences,

2. While India’s ranking in Global Hunger Index is low and it stands at
102" rank in 2019, a decline from 95" rank in 2010. At 102n¢ position it
ranks lowest in ASEAN. This is despite the fact that Agricultural production
has increased over the years. While there are concerns regairding food
and nutrition of people, we are also faced with anomalous situation of
significant wastage of food in the country.

3. It is our joint responsibility to find ways to_contain wastage of food

A

/ / especially during Social Gatherings like Marriages/Parties/Meetings ete
Wﬂ copy of the report submitted by IIPA can be downloaded from the URL
2 \ \‘
PR

given above. It is also requested to provide detai

, ails of action taken so far in
this regard and also to assess impact of the effort C===u%

(Ycsod s made.
S e With regards,
c/__ e \ \"\' 1 Tt \ ED Yours sx:w.ceriif;

A iren IR, §F ) Y, "
sec-(PgSE)ED. 7 Vo
ucania / = proe . Z’-) / 'B-Uh.'ll-lmd\( i prmar/

*hicf Secretaries _ f
. 1] Ltates/UTs) AN \ (1 ) I 4L
:1 ““m (' \ \. - \"\“. .
f J
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sebdeas ' Department of Consumer Atfairs
., KRISHI BHAWAN , NEW DELHI - 110001
' 4th ]uly. 2012.

~

oot

~ As you are aware..large quantities of food served during social gatherings such as marriages.
parties etc. are wasted while millions of people go hungry in the country. Moreover. there is a vulgar
display of wealth and ostentatious behaviour during such lavish parties where large number of dishes

are served. Needless to say that lavish expenditure during such parties puts pressure on the
prevailing prices of foodstuffs thereby leading to scarcity and inflation.

2. In a bid to sensitize the public at large and foster growth of a national movement towards
eradicating or at least curbing this social evil we have formed a Committee on containment of

wastage of foodgrains and ostentatious behaviour witnessed especially during social gatherings like
marriages/parties/meetings.

3. It was decided to take the following action :

i) Awareness Campaign through audio visual publicity. use of consumer clubs in schools & collegcs.
i) To sensitize student community about the avoidable wastage.

iii) To identify the NGOs involved in collection of surplus food for distribution to the poor.

4. A study was entrusted to the Indian Institute of Public Administration. New Delhi, to assess the
magnitude of the problem. The finding of IPA Report can be accessed on our website
www.fcamin.nicin. A copy of the Report is also enclosed.

S. Accordingly. follow up action has to be taken to sensitize the general public through a mass
awareness campaign on the lines of Jago Grahak Jago. sensitize the students in schools and colleges on
this critical issue through consumer clubs in schools and colleges sponsored/funded by the CWF of
Department of Consumer Affairs in association with the Food, Civil Supplies & Consumer Affairs
Department of State Govt/UT Admns and include a chapter on Prevention of Food Wastage in the
curriculum/syllabi of both junior and senior schools under both the National Curriculum Framework

A ‘ 3 and State Govt funded schools.
— 6.

I shall be grateful for your cooperation in combating the social evil of food wastage. For a start. |
would suggest that expenditure on parties/meetings in the Stz_ate Q_qvt/UT Admns. Se_:cretariat could be
scaled down considerably and austerity practised. This can be foliowed up with the parties/meeting

. being held by the Govt./field offices. Besides the State Education Department can also be advised to
hasten the inclusion of a chapter on Prevention of Food Wastage in the school syllabi at an
appropriate level. In this way, we can go hand in hand towards creating a national movement towards

eradicating the social evil of food wastage and ostentatious behaviour witnessed during
marriages/parties/meeting.

With regards,

Yours sincerely.

Encl: As above Yain, ity b
4 ff\. U
(F{ajiv Agarwal)
To.
, Chief Secretaries of All States/UTs
;018
e j’ e e
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VOTERS PLEDGE

We, the citizens of India, having
abiding faith in democracy, hereby
pledge to uphold the democratic
traditions of out country and the
dignity of free, fair and peaceful
elections, and to vote in every
election fearlessly and without
being influenced by considerations
of relig'io_n,wraee{t:as‘te, community,

language or any inducement.
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